Easter Sunday (2021)

· Do you believe in the resurrection & eternal life?

· Do you think that Christ’s resurrection has made a difference to our world?

· The resurrection is the foundation of Christian faith & follows logically from what we celebrate at Christmas - the infinite God becomes human, takes on everything that belongs to being human, including death & transforms humanity by his being raised to a new life, not resuscitated into the same old life, but transformed into a new glorified way of living - this is now ours.

· If there is no resurrection of Jesus, then Christianity is just another ancient religion with its own particular form of spirituality & morality.

· All the values of Christianity hinge on the resurrection, not just of Jesus, but about all of us, & all creation. 
· Paul, in one of his letters, states the case clearly – to have believed in the resurrection & then preached about it without substance, would make us the greatest of fools & liars.
· On raising him from the dead, God identified himself with Jesus, while delegitimating those who had condemned & killed him.

· So, by raising Jesus from death, God affirmed his life & message, his project of inaugurating the kingdom of God & his entire behaviour in life.

· What Jesus proclaimed about the compassion & forgiveness of the Father is true - God is what Jesus revealed in the parables he told; his prophetic way of life is consistent with what the Father’s desire is for us; the solidarity of Jesus with those who suffer, his defence of the poor, his forgiveness of sinners, his inclusion of the rejected – this is what the Father wants for us.

· Jesus is right when he seeks a more dignified & joy-filled life for all, beginning with the least – this is the greatest desire God has at heart for us.

· You see, in the resurrection, it wasn’t just Jesus who was raised – his life & message was vindicated.

· Evil is powerful & widespread in a wide variety of forms that impact on everyone, & especially on the vulnerable – but only until death.

· It is because of him, & as a result of the resurrection, that we can be outraged by any societal actions that rob the dignity of humans & all creation, BUT consistent with his life & message, & enlivened by the power of the resurrection we have a responsibility to strive to be compassionate & caring of all life.

· The Jewish authorities & the strength of the Roman forces killed Jesus, but they didn’t annihilate him because God’s love for his creation wins – for all creation.
· In our Creed we declare that after Jesus was raised, he descended into hell.

· The current language is unfortunate because we think of hell as the place of damnation by God’s judgement of us, but our belief is really about Christ descending even further than human life, into human death, and raised up all who had died to eternal life. This is for what we are made.
· Christ broke into the place of death & destroyed its power, raising all humanity out of the power of death, & then he uplifted humanity to a place of dignity.

· So, the Easter message is one of hope; that is not only about Jesus, but about society, humanity & indeed all of history.
· It means that we don’t have to resign ourselves to just accepting everything that is wrong, unjust & oppressive is the end of the story of individuals or societies.

· If we don’t believe that every proverbial crucifixion ever since Jesus — war, poverty, torture, hunger, pandemics — can somehow be redeemed by God’s power, who of us would not be angry, cynical, & feel hopeless? 
· We should have a wider and cosmic vision of Jesus’ resurrection, because Easter is not just the final chapter of Jesus’ life, but the final chapter of history.

· Death does not have the last word.

· The resurrection of Jesus is for us the ultimate reason for our hope, inspiring us to work for a more humane world according to the heart of God & empowering us to wait with confidence for his promise of life fulfilled.

· In the resurrected Christ, in whom is our hope, we find the profound will of God confirmed forever: fullness of life for the whole of creation, a life freed forever from evil & death – the kingdom of God come true.

· We are still on the way – everything is mixed & confused – justice & injustice, death & life, light & darkness – everything is unfinished, incomplete, & in process, but the unseen power of the risen Christ is drawing us towards a definitive LIFE.
· In these days in which crisis seems to extend to all the areas of human existence, as followers of Christ, as Church, we need to remember that we have the “responsibility of hope” - This is our primary task.

· God is in our tears & sorrows; in our failures & helplessness; in our depression, loneliness & sadness & sins as the God who sustains us with power, who understands us & is patient with us, who always forgives & welcomes us; who is even in our death as the breath of eternal life that triumphs when everything seems lost.

· We can begin to live eternal life now, not by grasping onto life, but by spending it for others & living out values that are life-giving, loving & eternal.
· So, returning to the question I asked at the beginning: Do you believe in the resurrection & eternal life? Is its importance just limited to us as Christians? 
· If you do believe, how does that belief practically affect the way you live your life on a daily basis?
· In order to open ourselves out to faith in the resurrection of Jesus, we need to make our own spiritual journey by seeking & recognizing him where there is life – to look for him where the spirit of Jesus is lived, received with faith, love & responsibility towards others - where the quality of people’s relationship with Christ furthers the project of bringing about the kingdom of God in the world.
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